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ANNOUNCEiA,ffiNT :     Each  week  this  Station  presents  the  Farm  News  Digest  prepared 
for  us  by  the  United  States  Department"  of  Agriculture.  This  digest  gives  the 
latest  findings  and  activities  of  the  Department;  including  practical  hints 
directly  usable  on  the  farm. 
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The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  is  now  preparing  exhibits  for 
the  World's  Fair  to  be  held" at  Seville,  Spain,  next  year.    These  exhibits  will 
feature  the  American  farmer's  debt  to  Spain.    As  is  well  known,  horses,  cattle, 
and  sheep  were  first  brought  to  America  by  the  Spaniards.     Oranges,  grapefruit, 
and  other  citrus  fruits  were  also  introduced  by  the  early  Spanish  colonists. 
But  the  exhibits  will  also  show  the  development  traceable  to  Spain  after  we  .had 
become  an  independent  country.     The  part  played  by  the  importation  of  merino 
sheep  in  the  development  of  our  own  wool  industry  and  the  source  of  our  mule 
breeding  business  will  be  pointed  out.     The  King  of  Spain  sent  George  Washington 
a  fine  Spanish  jack  and  two  jennets.     The  jack  was  sent  on  a  tour  in  the  South 
and  attracted  wide  attention. 


We  are  still  drawing  on  disant  .    countries  for.  new  products  for  American 
farms.     We  now  have  a  promising  new  variety  of  alfalfa  for  the  Northern  Great 
Plains  States  developed  by  the  Department  from  a  small  package  of  seed  received 
from  northern  India.    The  new  variety,  known  as  "Ladak"  alfalfa,  after  years  of 
careful  experiment  has  just  been  pronounced  more  hardy  and  a  somewhat  better 
hay  and  seed  yielder  than  such  varieties  as  Grimm  and  Northern  Common.  Ladak 
alfalfa  is  especially  valuable  for  regions  where  a  short  growing  season  and  a 
lack  of  moisture  make  only  one  cutting  possible,  as  it  produces  a  remarkably 
heavy  first  crop. 


Another  promising  crop  -  this  one  for  the  Northwest  -  is  saf flower,  which 
has  been  grown  as  an  oilseed  crop  in  India  and  Egypt  for  many  years.    The  oil 
has  drying  properties  which  make  it  suitable  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of 
paints  and  varnishes.     At  present,  linseed  oil  from    flaxseed  is  the  principal 
oil  used  for  such  purposes.     But  we  now  produce  only  about  half  enough  to  supply 
"the  demand  of  our  industries,  and  saf flower  is  expected  to  help  make  up  the 
deficiency. 
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Last  year  the  Department  made  estimates  of  the  grade  and  staple  length, 
of  cotton  produced  in  Georgia  and  in  a  small  area  in  Texas  and  Oklahoma.  These 
reports  have  yielded  valuable  data  with  regard  to  the  quality  of  cotton  pro- 
duced and  consumed,  and  next  year  these  grade  and  staple  reports  will  be  ex- 
panded to  cover  the  entire  Cotton  Belt.    The  service  will  he  conducted  in 
cooperation  with  Land  Grant  Colleges,  Extension  Services,  and  Agricultural 
Experiment  Stations  of  the  Cotton  Belt  States. 


Ten  entire  counties  and  parts  of  two  other  counties  in  New  York, including 
New  York  City,  have  been  added  by  the  Federal  Horticultural  Board  to  the  ter- 
ritory now  under  quarantine  on  account  of  the  European  corn  borer.  This 
addition  brings  the  entire  State  of  New  York  under  corn  borer  quarantine.  The 
regulations  prohibit  the  movement  of  corn-stalks,  ears,  and  other  parts  or 
debris  of  corn  and  broomcorn  plants  to  points  outside  the  quarantined  territory 
and  require  certification  for  shelled  corn,  sorghums  and  Sudan  grass. 


The  Federal  Horticultural  Board  has  also  called  a  conference  at  Wash- 
ington for  June  27  to  consider  the  advisability  of  putting  further  restrictions 
on  the  importation  of  fruit  and  rose  nursery  stocks.  Numerous  dangerous  pests 
have  been  found  on  such  imported  stocks  and  the  inspection  system  in  force  has 
been  found  inadequate  to  keep  out  the  pests.     Speaking  of  the  troubles  of 
roses,  however,  there  is  a  new  bulletin  just  out  on  "The  Control  of  Rose  Diseases'.' 
It  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  1547. 


The  Bureau  of  3-iological  Survey  is  investigating  distemper  in  foxes. 
The  investigation  is  being  carried  on  by  the  Department  in  cooperation  with 
the  University  of  Minnesota  and  a  number  of  fox  ranchers.     There  are  evidently 
various  diseases  known  as  distemper.     The  scientists  conducting  the  investi- 
gation have. already  found  two,  and  are  not  sure  that  a  third  may  be  discovered 
as  the  work  goes  on.    The  aim  now  is  to  develop  a  vaccine  which  will  prove 
effective  in  fighting  epidemics  of  distemper  which  cause  heavy  losses  to  fox 
farmers. 


Sheepmen  of  the  western  stock  ranges  have  heavy  losses  from  sheep  eating 
poisonous  plants.     The  death-camas  plants  are  the  ones  that  cause  the  most 
trouble,  but  not  all  of  them  are  equally  dangerous.     It  is  important  that 
those  handling  animals,  cattle  or  horses  as  well  as  sheep,   should  not  only 
be  able  to  recognize  death  camas  but  be  able  to  make  the  distinction  between 
the  different  kinds.     For  that  reason,  the  Department  has  reissued  its  Farmers' 
Bulletin  No.  1273  on  "The  Stock  Poisoning  Death  Camas." 
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Investigations  which  will  form  the  "basis  for  a  permanent  system  of 
forest  production  and  use  for  the  entire  United  States  v/ill  be  begun  soon 
under  the  provisions  of  the  McSweeney-McNary  lav/  recently  passed  by  Congress 
and  approved  by  the  President.    The  investigations'  v/ill  include  all  classes 
of  forest  research;  such  as  growing , managing  and  using  timber,  forage  and 
other  forest  products,  watershed  protection,  fire  prevention,  and  forest 
tree  insects  and  diseases. 


The  Department's  Bureau  of  Public  Roads  recently  made  the  last  shipment 
of  its  supply  of  pyrotol  explosives  for  use  on  farms  throughout  the  country. 
These  and  other  explosives  were  made  from  explosive  material  left  over  after 
the  war  and  in  all  nearly  63,700,000  pounds  of  the  surplus  war  stocks  have 
been  distributed.     The  work  of  distribution  has  now  been  completed  and  no 
more  of  the  surplus  war  materials  are  available  for  blowing  out  stumps,  con- 
structing drainage  ditches,  and  other  agricultural  uses. 


The  Department  has  reissued  two  bulletins  of  special  interest  for  farmers 
in  the  C-Jilf  Coast  region.    They  are  Farmers'  Bulletin  Wo.  986  on  "Farm  Practices 
that  Increase  Crop  Yields"  and  Farmers'  Bulletin  Ho.  1343  on  "Culture  of 
Citrus  Fruits  in  the  Gulf  States."    Then  there  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1448 
on  "The  Farmstead  Water  Supply"  which  applies  throughout  the  entire  United 
States.    Most  of  the  farm  houses  in  the  United  States  are  still  without  any 
water  in  the  house.     Too  many  farm  women  are  still  "hewers  of  wood  and  drawers 
of  water"  because  there  are  no  pipes  to  the  kitchen. 


The  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission  has  announced  a  $3,800  job 
as  extension  specialist  in  home  management  for  some  woman.    Applicants  must 
be  graduates  in  home  economics  from  a  college  of  recognized  standing  and 
must  have  had  at  least  five  years  experience  in  a  responsible'  position  in 
home  economics  including  at  least  one  year  in  home  management  extension  work 
or  graduate  study  in  home  management  or  related  work.     Applications  must  be 
on  file  with  the  Commission  at  Washington  not  later  than  June  27th. 

The  Commission  has  also  announced  examinations  for  Junior  Zoologist 
in  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  at  $1,860  to  $2,400  a  year.  Application 
must  be  in  June  26th. 

Full  details  concerning  these  examinations  can  be  obtained  from  the 
United  States  Civil  Service  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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AFNOUNCEMENT :  Here  are  the  numbers  and  names  of  those  bulletins  which  have 
"been  mentioned.     You  can  get  them  either  through  this  Station  or  by  writing 
direct  to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     "Control  of  Rose 
Diseases"  Farmers  Bulletin  1547.     "The  Stock-poisoning  Death  Camas"  is 
Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1273.     "Farm  Practices  that  Increase  Crop  Yields  in 
the  Gulf  States"  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  986.     "The  Culture  of  Citrus  Fruits" 
is  Farmers1  Bulletin  No.  1343.  and  the  "Farmstead  Water  Supply"  is  Farmers' 
Bulletin  No.  1448. 
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FARM  MEWS  DIGEST 

READING  TIME:     9  minutes. 

( NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION) 


Saturday,  June  9. 


ANNOUNCEMENT ;     You  are  now  listening  to  Station    broadcasting  the 

FARM  NEWS  DIGEST ,  prepared  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.     This  DIGEST, 
the  farmer's  radio  newspaper,  gives  the  latest  findings  and  activities  of  De- 
partment scientists         including  hints  of  immediate  practical  use  on  the  farm. 

Please  stand  by. 

 00O00  

LOOK  AHEAD. 


Plan  in  June  to  meet  September's  expenses,  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  advises  farmers,  and  farmers'  wives. 

"Certain  months  of  the  year,"  Department  workers  explain  "bring  heavier 
expenditures  than  others  in  most  families.    June  is  one  of  these  months,  with 
weddings,  graduations,  and  vacation  plans.     September  may  be  even  worse.  Vaca- 
tion, perhaps,  has  cost  more  than  you  expected;  schoolbooks  must  be  bought,  and 
school  clothes.     Children  going  away  to  school  or  college,  will  need  a  whole 
new  outfit  of  clothes.     Then  there'll  be  tuition  fees,  book  and  laboratory  fees, 
and  railroad  fares  to  meet.     September  is  also  an  income  and  sometimes  a  local 
tax  month. " 


It's  too  late  now  to  do  much  about  June  except  pay  the  bills.    But  Sep- 
tember is  sfrill  a  few  weeks  away  and  if  you  plan  carefully  in  these  weeks  you'll 
at  least  be  better  off  than  if  you  make  no  plans  at  all.    A  family  budget  is 
the  answer.     If  you  haven't  already  budgeted  your  income,  it's  not  too  late  to 
begin  now  and  if  you  don't  operate  according  to  some  kind  of  budget  you'll  find 
it  very  hard  to  make  ends  meet  during  the  "peaks"  of  expense. 

There's  a  helpful  free  bulletin  on  planning  and  recording  family  expendi- 
tures which  you  can  get  by  writing  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Viiash- 
ington.     For  50  cents  you  can  buy  a  very  complete  account  book  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  0. 


SHEEP -KILLING  DOGS  IN  OHIO 

Some  folks  believe  that  damage  by  sheep-killing  dogs  is  confined  mainly 
to  some  of  the  Western  States.    But,  according  to  the  Biological  Survey  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Ohio  is  suffering  as  severely  from  the  work  of  sheep- 
killers  as  Western  sheep  States.     Ohio  has  paid  out  $767,900  for  sheep  killed  by 
dogs  in  the  last  two  years,  says  the  Biological  Survey. 
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FARM-OWNED  ELEVATORS  ARE  PROSPERING 

There  are  at  least  4,000  farm-owned  elevators  in  the  United  States,  about 
two-thirds  of  which  are  operating  on  the  cooperative  principle,  says  a  special- 
ist in  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  TJ.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
These  elevators  are  prospering. 

The  Department  is  completing  a  general  survey  of  farmers'  elevators  and 
now  has  reports  from  3,331  associations.     The  general  business  condition  of  these 
elevators  is  satisfactory.     They  have  a  combined  paid-up  capital  of  57  million 
dollars  and  a  combined  net  surplus  of  nearly  25  million  dollars.     They  own 
buildings  and  equipment  valued  at  about  60  million  dollars  and  carry  about  22' 
million  dollars  of  working  capital.    About  420,000  stockholders  own  the  associa- 
tions and  about  the  same  number  of  non-member  grain  growers  make  use  of  the 
elevators.    During  the  last  season,  about  six  out  of  seven  associations  reported 

surpluses         61  per  cent  reported  dividends  paid  on  stock        and  28  per  cent  paid 

patronage  dividends. 

These  associations  have  also  helped  in  improving  local  practices  in  the 
handling  of  grain  it  is  believed.     Their  activity  has  promoted  the  establish- 
ment of  fairer  grading,  weighing,  and  docking  practices        helped  to  reduce  the 

margins  in  the  local  handling  of  grain         stimulated  a  more  courteous  and 

considerate  treatment  of  growers  by  country  grain  buyers        helped  to  create 

competition  in  local  markets,  as  well  as  other  practices  favorable  to  grain 
growers . 


POULTRY -PEST  PUBLICATION  POPULAR 

Nearly  one  million  requests  for  one  bulletin  have  been  received  during 
the  past  year  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,     In  order  to  meet  the  demand  for 
this  bulletin — it's  on  control  of  poultry  lice  and  mites — sixteen  editions  have 
had  to  be  printed.     In  no  other  agricultural  subject  has  so  much  interest  been 
shown,  the  Department  says. 

The  recommendations  for  the  control  of  lice  and  mites  have  been  put  into 
general  effect  by  commercial  poultry  raisers.     As  a  result,  commercial  flocks 
are  now  quite  generally  free  from  these  major  poultry  pests.     But  owners  of 
farm  and  town  flocks  continue  to  lose  money  every  year  through  lice  and  mites. 
Losses  are  especially  large  from  head  lice  on  chicks  and  body  lice  on  grown 
fowls,  but  all  this  loss  can  be  prevented  by  following  the  simple  directions  for 
lice  and  mite  control  outlined  in  the  bulletin.     Commercial  sodium  fluoride, 
used  in  the  form  of  a  dust  or  dip,  will  completely  destroy  all  kinds  of  poultry 
lice  and  their  eggs  in  one  treatment. 

Farmers'  Bulletin  801,  called  MITES  AND  LICE  ON  POULTRY ,  outlines  control 
measures  in  detail. 
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FIREWORKS  POISON  POULTRY 

How  some  rising  young  pullets  were  poisoned  by  fireworks  is  told  by  spe- 
cialists in  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  U.  S-  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Here's  the  story. 

About  one  year  ago,  a  man  who  owns  a  poultry  farm  near  Alexandria,  Vir- 
ginia, brought  a  pullet  four  months  old  to  the  laboratory  of  the  Pathological 
Division  of  the  Bureau  for  examination.     The  man's  children  had  been  exploding 
"devil  chasers"  on  the  Fourth  of  July  in  the  driveway  of  the  farm  yard. 

The  pullets  had  the  run  of  the  farm  and  were  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the 
driveway  early  in  the  morning  to  pick  up  sharp  gravel.    But  after  this  Fourth 
of  July  morning,  several  of  the  pullets  had  died  without  showing  any  symptoms 
of  disease  which  their  owner  could  recognize. 

When  the  laboratory  experts  examined  the  pullet  they  noticed  a  distinct 
odor  of  phosphorus  when  the  gizzard  was  opened.     A  noticeable  smokey  vapor 
poured  out  from  the  gizzard  and  the  laboratory  workers  diagnosed  the  case  as 
phosphorus  poisoning. 

"Devil  chasers"  are  flat,  brownish  cakes  of  explosive  about  the  size  of  a 
25-cent  piece.     Children  usually  grind  them  between  their  heels  and  a  hard  pave- 
ment to  explode  them.     In  this  case,  the  children  had  apparently  set  the  fire- 
works off  by  laying  them  on  a  rock  in  the  driveway  and  then  pounding  them  with 
another  rock.     Some  of  the  bits  were  thrown  into  the  gravel.    The  pullets  ate 
them  and  with  fatal  results. 


BOY  DAIRY  JUDGERS  TO  COMPETE  IN  ENGLAND 

Jesse  Bilyeu,  Joe  King,  and  Russell  Hughes,  all  under  19  years  old  and 
all  from  Boone  county,  Nebraska,  will  sail  for  England  June  16  to  compete  for 
more  honors  at  the  International  Dairy  Judging  Contest  at  Wye,  Kent,  July 
5.     The  boys  are  the  national  champion  boys' and  girls'  4-H  club  team  in 
judging  cattle.     They  won  their  championship  at  the  National  Dairy  Show, 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  where  the  State  champion  judging  teams  competed  for  nation- 
al honors.     Highest  individual  honors  went  to  Jesse  Bilyeu,  18,  who  brought 
home  most  of  the  ribbons  and  medals  awarded  for  individual  skill.    Joe  King, 
17,  is  the  second  member  of  the  team.    Joe  is  an  old-timer  in  boys'  and 
girls'  4-H  club  work  in  Boone  county.     Russell  Hughes,  18,  the  third  member, 
has  been  in  dairy  and  pig  clubs  for  the  past  three  years. 

The  boys  will  have  to  be  on  their  toes  to  win  first  honors  in  England. 
While  America  has  won  five  of  the  seven  contests  there,  the  English  team 
has  managed  to  keep  the  gold  cup  at  home  for  the  past  two  years. 

The  boys  will  be  speeded  on  their  way  by  President  Coolidge  who  will 
greet  them  on  their  visit  to  Washington,  June  12-13,  just  before  they  sail. 
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They  will  also  be  received  by  Secretary  Jardine  and  other  officials  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.    After  leaving  Washington,  they  will  sail  for  Mon- 
treal and  will  arrive  in  Belfast,  Ireland,  June  22.     The  next  week  will  be 
spent  in  touring  Scotland  and  northern  England.     They  plan  to  include  a  little 
practice  work  on  British  cattle  before  they  take  part  in  the  international 
judging  contests. 


 00O00  


ANNOUNCEMENT :      That  concludes  today's  FARM  NEWS  DIGEST,  released  by 
the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  through  this  Station.     Another  radio  news 
flash  will  be  broadcast  next  Saturday. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT :     This  is  Station 


broadcasting  this  week's  FARM  NEwS  DIGEST 


from  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  Ten  items  of  farm  news  are 
featured  today.    This  Station  broadcasts  the  DIGEST  each  week  at  this  time. 


— ooOoo — 


Scrub  bull  "trials"  continue. 


Farmers  in  the  South  and  in  other  places  are  taking  advantage  of  the  open 
season  for  the  eradication  of  scrub  bulls  to  try  these  inferior  sires.    A  number 
of  these  "trials"  have  been  conducted  recently  and  in  all  cases  the  scrub  bull 
has  been  declared  guilty.     Southern  counties  especially  have  featured  such 
"trials" . 


A  Texas  county  held  an  interesting  "trial"  the  other  day.    A  local  audience 
of  400  livestock  owners  sav/  a  parade  in  which  three  purebred  bulls  from  register- 
of-merit  dams,  together  with  a  good  cow  and  her  heifer,  and  a  scrub  bull,  a  scrub 
cow,  and  a  scrub  heifer  appeared.     The  event  ended  with  the  execution  of  the  bull 
found    "guilty".    The  purpose  of  this  trial  was  to  widen  interest  in  the  organ- 
ization of  purebred  livestock  organizations. 

Farmers  who  want  to  conduct  a  scrub  bull  "trial"  in  their  own  county  should 
send  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  for  a  free  outline  of  trial  procedure. 


Not  long  ago,  the  manager  of  a  shipping  association  complained  of  excess 
shrinkage  in  the  weight  of  livestock  consigned  by  the  association  to  a  market 
agency  at  one  of  the  stockyards  under  the  supervision  of  the  packers  and  stock- 
yards administration  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture .     A  supervisor  examined 
the  scales  at  the  shipping  point  where  the  association  was  weighing;  in  its 
stock  and  found  that  the  scale  levers  in  the  pit  ?/ere  imbedded  in  a  pile  of  cinde 
put  there  by  rats.     It  was  impossible  to  get  accurate  weighings  on  these  scales 
under  the  conditions. 

Producers  and  shipping  associations  can  well  afford  to  give  close  attentio 
to  their  scales  at  all  times. 
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Department  of  Agriculture  experts  say  that  one  promising  way  to  control 
the  sugar-cane  moth  borer,  serious  insect  pest  in  Texas,  Louisiana,  and  Florida, 
is  to  refrain  from  burning  trash  in  the  sugar-cane  fields  after  the  cane  har- 
vest . 

This  is  the  reason.     The  Department  specialists  think  that  the  surest 
natural  control  of  the  borer  is  through  the  work  of  a  tiny  insect  parasite, 
which  preys  on  the  sugar-cane  borer,   and  which  lays  its  eggs  in  the  eggs  of 
the  borer  and  destroys  many  of  them.     Leaving  trash  in  the  fields  after  the 
cane  is  harvested  encourages  the  growth  of  the  parasite. 

Further  information  on  the  sugar-cane  borer  and  means  of  controlling  it 
is  contained  in  Technical  Bulletin  Number  41-T,  called  The  Sugar- Cane  Moth 
Borer  in  the  United  States. 


A  federal  cotton  expert  found  a  single  cotton  plant  growing  by  the 
roadside  in  Ocosingo,  Mexico,  in  1906.    No  other  variety  of  cotton  grew  in 
that  neighborhood.     His  party  was  told  that  this  plant  came  from  a  region  to 
the  southeast.     The  exploring  party  made  note  of  the  cotton,  and  the  next  winter 
returned  for  seed.     From  this  seed,  a  valuable  variety  of  cotton  has  been  devel- 
oped.    This  variety  is  called    Acala.    Today  the  variety  is  the  principal 
cotton  grown  in  the  irrigated  cotton  lands  of  the  '.Test  and  Southwest  and  has 
also  proved  itself  over  a  large  part  of  the  Cotton  Belt.     In  1925,  growers 
planted  about  400  thousand  acres  of  Acala  cotton  in  California,  Arizona,  llev 
Mexico,  and  Uestern  Texas.    Farmers  and  department  workers  recommend  Acala 
cotton.     Circular  Number  2-C,  Acala  Cotton,  tells  why. 


There  used  to  be  quite  a  few  more  critics  of  the  bovine  tuberculosis- 
eradication  campaign  in  the  United  States  than  there  are  today,  says  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture.    The  critics  are,  as  a  rule,  well-meaning  but  many  of 
them  lack  information  on  the  real  reasons  for  such  a  campaign  and  the  real 
value  of  it.     Cattle  ovmers/ know  from  experience  the  benefits  of  tuberculosis- 
eradication  campaigns  and  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  sees  a  rapid  decline  in  opposition.    But  there  are  still  a  few 
critics  left.    To  them  the  Department  of  Agriculture  offers  an  opportunity 
to  judge  the  huge  mass  of  scientific  evidence  favoring  tuberculosis  eradication. 
Much  of  this  material  is  in  printed  form  and  will  be  sent  free  to  interested 
persons . 


Does  the  swine- sanitation  system  pay? 

A  recent  survey  shows  that  even  when  all  losses,  including  those  from 
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accident,  exposure,  hog  cholera,  and  other  diseases,  are  taken  into  account, 
hog-raising  under  the  sanitation  system  is  much  safer  than  under  ordinary 
conditions  where  pigs  are  raised  in  dirty  hog  lots.     According  to  published 
results,  "based  on  studies  of  about  40  thousand  pigs,  the  farmer  who  pays 
slight  attention  to  hot-lot  conditions  may  expect  to  lose  four  and  market 
four  pigs  out  of  an  eight-pig  litter.    But  under  the  sanitation  system,  he 
may  expect  to  lose  two  pigs  from  all  causes  and  market  six.    Thus  he  markets 
as  many  pigs  from  two  sows  under  this  system  as  he  could  from  three  sows  under 
ordinary  conditions. 


It's  quite  a  jump  f rom.  swine  sanitation  to  camp  sanitation,  "but  we're 
making  it  without  '^rouble,     what  we  want  to  say  is  that  the  popular  idea  that 
water  in  the  mountains  purifies  itself  every /hundred  feet  and  is  always  safe, 
isn't  accepted  by  sanitation  authorities,  according  to  the  Forest  Service  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture.     In  streams  which  are  used  as  a  camp  water  supply, 
bathing  or  wading  is  a  dangerous  source  of  contamination.     Throwing  or  dumping 
rubbish  and  refuse  into  the  streams  certainly  doesn't  add  to  the  purity  of  the 
water  either.    The  Forest  Service  asks  the  cooperation  of  visitors  to  the 
National  Forests  during  vacation  time  in  keeping  camp  grounds  clean  and  in 
preventing  stream  pollution. 

Motorists  traveling  through  the  Southwest  this  summer  will  have  a  good 
opportunity  to  recall  old  pioneer  days  if  they'll  visit  the  Wichita  National 
Forest  and  Game  Preserve  in  southwestern  Oklahoma  where  they'll  see  one  of  the 
few  surviving  herds  of  Longhorn  cattle  and  one  of  the  few  living  herds  of  buf- 
falo.   A  small  herd  of  Longhorns  was  established  there  last  year  to  serve  as 
a  nucleus  for  a  herd  of  200  i  or  300  of  these  cattle  designed  as  a  memorial 
to  the  part  the  Longhorns  played  in  the  life  of  the  early  west.    There  is  a 
herd  of  about  200  head  of  buffalo  on  the  fenced  range  which  is  part  of  the 
Wichita  Preserve.    This  National  Forest  is  readily  accessible  from  either  the 
Creek  Trail  or  the  Meridian  Highway. 

A  description  of  the  national  forest  and  game  preserve,  published  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  is  just  off  the  press  and  available  for  free  dis- 
tribution as  Miscellaneous  Circular  36-M. 


The  1927  Yearbook- of  Agriculture  is  now  being  distributed  by  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture.     This  volume  is  the  second  of  a  series  designed  to 
report  recent  agricultural  developments  in  brief  articles.     It  contains  320 
articles  in  which  new  scientific  discoveries  and  progress  in  farm  production 
and  marketing  are  reviewed  by  Department  specialists.     As  in  the  past,  the 
Yearbook  is  prepared  primarily  for  farmers.    Persons  who  cannot  obtain  a 
copy  of  the  book  from  their  Congressmen,  or  who  are  not  on  the  list  to  receive 
one  from  some  bureau  of  the  Department,  may  buy  one  for  $1.50  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D .  C. 
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President  Coolidge  has  re-established  for  the  protection  of  native 
birds,   the  Pathfinder  Bird  Refuge,   including  22,700  acres  on  the  North  Platte 
River  in  Central  Wyoming.    This  area  is  set  aside  for  the  use  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  as  one  of  the  numerous  refuges  administered  by  the  Bureau  of 
Biological  Survey. 

It  is  unlawful,  within  this  refuge,  to  hunt,   trap,  capture,  willfully 
disturb,  or  kill  any  wild  animal  or  bird  of  any  kind  whatever,  or  to  take 
or  destroy  the  eggs  of  any  wild  bird,  except  under  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

 00O00  

mmmCEmm :     You  have  just  heard  this  week's  FARM  HEWS  DIGEST,  prepared  by 

the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  and  broadcast  by  Station  

Another  DIGEST  will  come  to  you  from   next  Saturday. 


OF  AGRICULTURE' 


OFFICE  OP- 
INFORMATION 


FARM  MEWS  DIGEST 

READING  TIME:     12  minutes. 

NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION 


I      !  t5  r\  /-\  r*v  T 

RECEIVED 
Saturday,  June  23. 

*  JUN  2  1  1928  * 

U.  S,  Department  of  AgricTji*wre 


ANNOUNCEMENT :     You  are  about  to  hear  this  week's  FARM  NEWS  DIGEST,  prepared 
by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  for  farmers  and  their  families.  Today's 
radio  newspaper  for  farmers  deals  with  cooperative  marketing,  poultry  parasites 
dresses  for  the  little  girl,  fire-damaged  logs,  and  other  timely  news  items 
of  interest. 

 ooOoo  

Farmer  cooperative  marketing  associations  in  the  United  States  are 
getting  larger. 

That's  what  J.  P.  Booth,  an  'economist  of  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  said  when  he  talked  to  the  International  Pool  conference  at 
Regina,  Saskatchewan,  recently. 

"The  size  of  the  producing  unit,"  Mr.  Booth  said,  "will  probably  always 
remain  comparatively  small,  despite  the  fact  that  the  size  of  farms  in  the 
United  States  shows  a  slight  increase  in  late  years.    Not  so  the  marketing  end, 
however.     Here  there's  a  distinct  tendency  toward  combination  of  effort.  In 
1915  there  were  5,424  associations  in  the  United  States  engaged  in  buying  farm 
supplies  and  selling  farm  products.    Today  we  know  of  10,800  associations  with 
a  membership  of  more  than  2  million  farmers,  doing  a  business  of  about  2,400 
million  dollars  a  year." 

A  survey  recently  completed  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  showed  that 
the  increased  use  of  cartons  for  sanitary  reasons  in  packing  butter  for  retail 
sale  is  considered  advisable  by  health  officials  in  106  of  11?  cities.  Butter 
cartons  lessen  the  chances  of  contamination  both  in  the  home  and  in  the  retail 
store  and  are  a  means  of  checking  the  absorption  of  undesirable  odors  by  the 
butter,  the  report  explains. 


Mast  poultry  raisers  know  that  you  can't  kill  lice  and  mites  by  dosing 
the  chickens  with  chemicals  given  as  medicine  or  mixed  with  the  feed  or  water. 

But  there  are  still  ignorant  or  unscrupulous  dealers,  who  say  this  can 
be  done,  the  Department's  insecticide  authorities  say.     Some  believe  that 
the  dose  is  taken  up  by  the  blood  and  then  given  out  on  the  surface  of  the 
chicken's  body,  and  that  the  parasites,   such  as  lice  and  mites,  are  either 
poisoned  this  way  or  driven  from  the  fowl's  body.     Vendors  of  nostrums  have 
sold  liquids,  tablets,  and  po\7ders  for  this  kind  of  use.     The  insecticide 
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authorities  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  have  issued  warnings  against 
these  remedies  and  in  many  cases  have  forced  the  makers  to  stop  advertising 
and  selling  the  frauds. 

Technical  Bulletin  60-T,  called  Ineffectiveness  of  Internal  Medication 
of  Poultry  for  the  Control  of  External  Parasites , and,  just  off  the  press,  gives 
the  results  of  experiments  on  which  the  scientists  base  their  opposition  to 
this  fakery.    A  letter  to  the  Department  will  "bring  a  free  copy  of  the  bul- 
letin. 


Secretary  of  Agriculture  Jardine  is  scheduled  to  attend  the  fourth 
annual  session  of  the  American  Institute  of  Cooperation,  which  will  meet  this 
summer  at  the  University  of  California,  Berkeley,  in  July.    He  will  address 
that  gathering  on  the  evening  of  July  24,  according  to  an  announcement  from 
the  Department  of  Agriculture.  He  will  discuss  The  Future  of  Agricultural  Co- 
operation  in  the  United  States.    This  will  be  the  fourth  consecutive  session 
of  the  Institute  in  which  Secretary  Jardine  has  taken  part. 


American  farmers  are  losing  millions  of  dollars  a  year  from  certain 
factors  that  lower  the  milling  value  of  their  wheat,  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture men  say.    Four  of  these  factors:  Smut,  dockage,  foreign  material  other 
than  dockage,  and  garlic,  have  been  especially  bad  in  the  last  eight  years. 

Conditions  that  lower  the  milling  value  of  wheat  are  often  controllable. 

The  removal  of  dockage  on  the  farm  would  add  millions  a  year  to  farm- 
er's checks  for  wheat  sold.  As  dockage  can  be  fed  to  livestock  its  removal 
on  the  farm  is  further  profitable. 

«    .  ,    ,       .and  controlling  we,ed       "  ,  j 

Sowing  clean  seed  wheat/  growth  by  cultural  methods  will  keep  down 

losses  due  to  foreign  material  other  than  dockage. 

High  moisture  content  can  often  be  prevented  by  care  in  harvesting 
and  threshing. 

Garlic  can  be  eradicated  by  planting  clean  seed  and.  using  proper 
methods  of  crop  rotation  and  cultivation. 

Smut  can  be  prevented  by  treating  the  seed  with  chemicals. 


Dresses  for  the  Little  Girl  is  the  title  of  Leaflet  Number  26,  well 
illustrated,  just  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture. 
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The  bulletin  begins  with  these  words:     "Many  fond  parents  and  relatives 
have  the  mistaken  idea  that  children1 s  clothes,   in  order  to  be  attractive, 
must  be  elaborately  trimmed  with  tucks,  embroidery,  and  lace."    After  that, 
the  author  of  Leaflet  26  gets  busy  and  shows,  with  pictures  and  the  printed 
word,  that  frills  "detract  from  the  child"  and  are  not  so  necessary  after  all* 
Dresses  for  school  and  play,  for  special  occasions,  and  other  occasions  are 
described.     A  free  copy  of  Leaflet  26  is  on  hand  for  every  mother. 


Turning  to  older  boys  and  girls,  we  see  a  news  item  which  says  that  30 
boys  and  six  girls  in  the  4-H  clubs  of  east  Texas  worked  on  forestry  projects 
last  year.     The  club  workers  studied  forestry  lessons,  gathered  forest  tree  seed 
collected  and  mounted  forest  free  specimens,  and  in  many  cases  undertook  to  im- 
prove an  acre  of  young  pine  forest. 

Charles  Jameson,  of  Tatum,  Rusk  county,  for  example,  took  charge  of  an 
acre  of  sweetgum  thicket  which  he  surrounded  with  a  fire  line,  cleared  off  the 
worst  of  the  brush,  and  then  thinned.     With  his  labor  charged  at  the  rate  of  30 
cents  an  hour,  the  sale  of  fence  posts  and  cordwood  from  the  area  brought  him 
a  net  profit  of  five  dollars.     Charles -A. Ro well  jr.,  a  12-year  old  boy  of  Marion 
county,  with  the  help  of  a  younger  brother,  worked  an  acre  of  young  pine  mostly 
just  short  of  tie  size  and  made  some  money  on  it.    Madeline  Lee,  of  Rusk  county, 
collected  and  mounted  specimens  from  84  different  kinds  of  trees  growing  in  the 
county. 


And  speaking  of  forests  and  woodlots,  watch  out  for  fires. 

Fire-damaged  shortleaf  pine  logs  brought  $10.20  less  per  thousand  board 
feet  gross  log  scale  and  yielded  only  85  per  cent  as  much  lumber  as  sound  logs, 
a  recent  study  made  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  shows. 


Lloyd  S.  Tenny,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  of  the  U,  S 
Department  of  Agriculture,  has  resigned  from  the  Department  to  accept  an 
executive  position  with  the  Associated  California  Fruit  Industries,  Inc.,  a 
growers'  organization.     Secretary  Jardine  of  the  Department  has  accepted  Mr. 
Tenny' s  resignation,  effective  July  16. 


Cotton  farmers  are  showing  greater  interest  in  the  production  of  better 
staple  cotton  as  a  result  of  the  publication  of  estimates  on  the  grade  and 
staple  length  of  cotton  produced  in  Georgia. and  areas  in  Texas  and  Oklahoma 
last  year,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  finds. 
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P.  I.  Barnes,  in  charge  of  the  Department's  Atlanta,  Georgia,  cotton 
office,  says  that  "in  talking  to  the  head  gin  man  of  the  Georgia  co-ops,  I  was 
told  our  v/ork  the  -past  season  has  stirred  up  a  good  deal  of  interest  wherever 
gins  have  cooperated.     In  some  sections,  new  seed  has  been  ordered  and  sold  to 
the  farmers  at  cost  just  to  improve  the  staple  in  these  sections.     In  one 
section,  25  thousand  "bushels  of  seed  were  distributed  and  orders  for  20 
thousand  bushels  couldn't  he  filled  for  lack  of  good  l-l/l6-inch  staple  seed. 
The  co-ops  are  putting  out  better  length  staple  seed  where  it's  possible  to  do 
so,  and  from  what  they  told  me,  everyone  is  cooperating  and  taking  lots  of  inter- 
est in  the  v/ork." 


Important  news  comes  from  the  front  v/here  scientists  carry  on  the  un- 
ending v/ar  against  plant  disease.     One  item  is  that  a  conference  has  been  called 
by  the  Federal  Horticultural  Board  for  next  Wednesday,  June  37,  in  Washington 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  modifying  the  quarantine  requirements  set  up 
on  account  of  white  pine  blister  rust  infection  in  15  states.    These  require- 
ments govern  the  interstate  movement  of  five-leaved  "pines  and  of  current  and 
gooseberry  bushes. 

A  second  bit  of  plant  disease  information  is  that  the  Woodgate  rust,  a 
dangerous  disease  attacking  Scotch  pine  and  presumably  other  hard  pines,  has 
become  established  in  New  York  State.  The  Federal  Horticultural  Board  will  con- 
sider the  question  of  quarantining  New  York  State  on  account  of  this  newly,  dis- 
covered disease  next  Wednesday.     This  hearing  will  follow  the  conference  on 
modifying  the  white  pine  blister  rust  quarantine. 


Some  important  farm  v/ar  news  originates  in  the  south  Atlantic  coast 
region.    A  bulletin  from  this  zone  states  that  poison  bait  has  been  found  the 
best  method  of  controlling  an  insect  pest,   the  Porto  Rican  mole  cricket.  The 
pest  came  over  from  Porto  Rico  about  20  years  ago.     The  formula  for  the  bait 
and  directions  for  its  use  are  contained  in  Farmers'  Bulletin  1561,  just  issued. 
Application  to  this  station,  or  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  will 
bring  listeners  the  bulletin,   if  they  live  in  the  infested  area,  the  south 
Atlantic  coast  from  southern  Georgia  to  North  Carolina. 

--00O00 — 

ANNOUNCEMENT:     Station   has  just  completed  the  weekly  farm  radio  newspaper, 

the  FARM  NEWS  DIGEST,  prepared  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
The  next  issue  will  be  out  Saturday,  June  30.    Free  bulletins  of  which 
notice  was  given  today  are: 

Technical  Bulletin  60-T,   INEFFECTIVENESS  OF  INTERNAL  MEDICATION  OF  POULTRY 
FOR  THE  CONTROL  OF  EXTERNAL  PARASITES. 

Leaflet  26,  DRESSES  FOR  THE  LITTLE  GIRL. 

FARMERS'  BULLETIN  1561-F,  THE  PORTO  RICAN' MOLE  CRICKET. 
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Saturday,  June  30. 


ANNOUNCEMENT :     The  farmers'  Saturday  radio  newspaper  is  here  again  and  Station  

is  delivering  it  direct  from  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.     News  today 
includes  a  short  account  of  the  "big  Boys'  and  Girls'  Club  Camp  held  in  Washing- 
ton recently —  as statement  on  farm  fire  losses —  a  note  on  the  purity  of  honey — 
and  touches  briefly  such  important  farm  news  as  the  apple  maggot,  livestock 
records,  improved  haying  practices,  and  the  weather.    Please  stand  by. 

— ooOoo — 

Failure  of  Congress  to  appropriate  funds  to  carry  out  the  Furnell  corn- 
borer  control  act  will  not  in  any  way  affect  the  regular  program  of  quarantine  and 
control  work  and  the  complete  research  program  of  the  department  with  respect  to 
this  pest,  according  to  an  announcement  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 

The  Congress  passed  an  enabling  act  toward  the  close  of  its  recent  session, 
but  didn't  vote  on  the  resolution  providing  the  necessary  funds,     In  case  Congress 
appropriates  funds  along  the  lines  proposed  in  this  resolution  at  its  next  session 
it  will  be  necessary  for  the  States  involved  to  issue  regulations  early  enough 
for  farmers  in  the  control  area  to  receive  adequate  v/arning  not  to  sow  small 
grains  in  fields  containing  cornstalks  and  stubble —  this  because  the  resolution 
as  it  now  stands  requires  that  all  States  involved  make  adequate  regulations  and 
give  assurance  of  their  satisfactory  enforcement  before  the  department  begins 
any  work. 

The  department  proposes  a  program  for  the  administration  of  the  Furnell 
Act,   should  appropriations  be  made,  which  would  begin  control  work  on  the  margin 
of  the  infested  area  nearest  the  Corn  Belt  and  extend  back  as  far  as  funds  would 
permit  into  more  heavily  infested  territory. 

*  *  * 


The  second  annual  Boys'  and  Girls'  4-H  Club  Camp,  which  was  held  this 
year,  as  last  year,  in  the  shadow  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture's  admin- 
istrative buildings,  Y/ashington,  D.  C«,  ended  in  a  blaze  of  glory  on  June  26. 
Thirty-eight  states  were  represented.     One  of  the  distinguishing  features  of 
this  year's  club  roundup  was  the  uniforms  of  jade  green  and  white  which  the 
club  workers  wore.     They  blended  harmoniously  with  the  green  lawn  of  the  Mall, 
where  the  khaki  tents  were  pitched,  and  distinguished  the  club  members  as  they 
went  about  Yfeshington  on  their  various  excursions.     Two  boys  and  two  girls, 
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accompanied  by  one  or  more  members  of  each  State  cooperative  extension  service 
were  entitled  to  make  the  trip  to  the  Washington  camp.    The  representatives 
v/ere  chosen  for  their  outstanding  accomplishments  in  club  work.    Just  as  an 
example,   the  two  boys  who  came  from  Texas  made  unusual  earnings  from  their 
club  projects,  in  addition  to  holding  various  offices  and  serving  their  commun- 
ities in  valuable  ways-     Leon  Ranson,  of  Dawson  County,  made  $3500  in  profits 
in  five  years  of  club  work,  and  Herman  Henderson,  Brazos  County,  made  $2700  in 
the  same  time.    Frances  Reed,  of  Indiana,  especially  distinguished  herself  in 
clothing  club  work.     In  the  last  seven  years  Frances  has  made  132  garments  for 
herself  and  members  of  her  family,  and  done  many  other  interesting  things  on 
the  side. 

*** 

About  150  million  dollars  worth  of  farm  property  is  destroyed  each  year 
by  fires,  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  estimates.    This  does  not  take  in- 
to account  the  waste  of  foodstuffs  or  labor  which  farm  fires  cause  and  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  is  now  devoting  considerable  time  to  a  study  of  ways 
and  means  to  cut  down  this  tremendous  annual  fire  loss.    Prominent  insurance 
and  fire-protection  organizations,  as  well  as  fire  experts  in  the  different 
States  are  giving  the  department  valuable  cooperation  in  this  farm  fire  study. 
Just  now,  the  department  is  studying  the  spontaneous  heating  of  hay  and  other 
farm  crops. 

*** 

Speaking  of  hay,  it  seems  that  some  farmers  take  much  more  time  than 
others  to  make  hay  while  the  sun  shines.    The  Department  of  Agriculture  says 
that  some  farmers  store  an  acre  of  hay  with  four  hours  of  work,  while  others 
need  eight  hours  to  do  the  same  job.     There  is  much  room  for  improvement  in 
haying  practices  on  the  average  farm.    Many  farmers,  for  instance,  are  still 
using  old-fashioned  one-horse  rakes,  which  the  Department  says  are  economical 
on  small  acreage  only.     Hay  experts  suggest  that  farmers  growing  40  or  more 
acres  of  hay  should  use  10-foot  or  12-foot  rakes. 

Investigations  show  that  use  of  a  side-delivery  rake  and  a  hay-loader 
commonly  saves  about  1-1/2  hours  of  man  labor  and  a  half  hour  per  acre  of 
horse  labor,  as  compared  with  the  labor  cost  when  the  dump  rake  and  hand  load- 
ing from  the  windrow  are  used.     Counting  wages  at  40  cents  an  hour  the  side- 
delivery  rake  and  the  hay-loader  will  save  60  cents  an  acre  in  man  labor  alone. 
Taking  two  or  more  wagons  to  the  field,  and  the  use  of  large-sized  mowers  where 
much  hay  is  to  be  cut  further  reduce  labor  costs  at  haying  time, 

*** 

The  Packers  and  Stockyards  Division  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
advises  stockmen  who  believe  that  they  have  been  treated  unfairly  at  any  stock- 
yards in  the  past  to  keep  a  careful  set  of  records,   in  order  to  check  over  the 
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account  of  the  transaction  in  question.     The  department  points  out  that  it  is 
no  longer  possible  for  stock  shippers  to  do  their  "business  "on  the  cuff."  One 
dealer  who  was  asked  to  appear  for  a  hearing  on  his  business  methods  in  deal- 
ing with  stockmen  was  found  to  be  keeping  his  records  in  a  very  careless  and 
primitive  way.    Accurate  records  are  just  as  essential  to  livestock  producers 
as  they  are  to  stockyards  business  men. 

*  *  >r= 

People  who  have  a  taste  for  honey  may  now  be  assured  of  buying  only  strict- 
ly clean  honey,  due  to  the  natural  cleanliness  of  bees,  modern  sanitary  methods, 
and  the  widespread  use  of  United  States  grades  for  honey* 

Bees  themselves  practise  strict  sanitation  in  making  their  product.  At 
the  same  time  all  large  commercial  beekeepers  in  the  United  States  can  assure 
their  buyers  that  this  honey  will  be  kept  in  a  sanitary  condition   from  the  time 
it  leaves  the  hive  until  it  reaches  the  table  of  the  user* 

It  used  to  be  the  common  practice  to  squeeze  honey  out  of  the  comb  and 
then  strain  it.     This  is  where  we  got  the  term  "strained  honey."    But  this  method 
is  too  costly  and  too  slow.    Practically  all  modern  beekeepers  use  machine  methods. 
Honey  entering  into  the  commercial  trade  is  not  touched  by  human  hands. 

The  federal  Department  of  Agriculture  has  just  issued  two  circulars  of 
particular  interest  to  agricultural  technicians.     One  is  Circular  249-C,  "Tuber- 
culin Testing  of  Livestock,"  written  chiefly  for  veterinarians  who  have  to  do 
with  tuberculosis  eradication  testing.    The  second  is  Circular  406-C,  which  gives 
rules  for  testing  seeds  as  to  purity  and  for  germination  qualities.     It  is  in- 
tended primarily  for  use  by: Federal  and  State  seed  analysts  and  by  professional 
seed  growers. 

*** 

FOR  ALABAMA  AM)  MISSISSIPPI  STATIONS  ONLY. 


Here's  a  suggestion  for  certain  Cotton  Belt  farmers.    The  department 
recommends  cutting  down  the  cotton  acreage  and  boosting  livestock  production, 
together  with  more  attention  given  to  producing  a  better  quality  of  Johnson 
hay  for  market  in  the  Black  Prairie  belt  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi.  The 
suggestions  mentioned  are  outlined  in  full  in  Farmers'  Bulletin  Number  1546-P, 
recently  issued  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture.    Alabama  and  Mississippi 
farmers  are  urged  to  send  for  their  copies  of  bulletin  1546-P  early. 

=:<** 

One  of  the  serious  pests  of  the  apple  orchards  in  the  northeastern  part 
of  the  United  States  and  in  southeastern  Canada  is  the  apple  maggot.    The  apple 
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maggot  runs  westward  to  the  Dakotas  and  southward  along  the  Allegheny  Mountains 
into  North  Carolina,  but  its  most  serious  damage  is  done  in  New  England.  An 
expert  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  who  has  been  carefully  studying  the 
ways  of  the  apple  maggot,   says  that  this  pest  isn*t  likely  to  become  serious 
in  southern  orchards,  but  that  it  may  become  serious  in  the  Pacific  Northwest, 

Spraying  is  the  only  effective  way  to  control  the  apple  maggot.  Exper- 
iments have  shown  that  two  applications  of  commercial  arsenate  of  lead,  applied 
as  for  the  codling  moth,  1  to  1-1/2  pounds  of  lead  arsenate  in  50  gallons  of 
water,  give  satisfactory  control.     Technical  Bulletin  66-T  tells  about  this 
dangerous  enemy  of  the  apple  orchards  and  outlines  direct  and  detailed  control 
methods.     A  free  copy  will  be  sent  for  the  asking. 

*** 

Front-page  news  for  a  good  many  people  begins  with  the  little  box  in  one 
of  the  upper  corners  of  the  newspaper  that  tells  them  whether  to  leave  their 
umbrellas  at  home  in  the  morning  or  not.    A  prophecy  of  "fair"  is  often  dis- 
appointing, for  the  term  may  cover  a  cloudy  or  threatening  sky,  or  even  a 
light  sprinkle,  not  enough  to  dampen  the  front  lawn,  but  quite  enough  to  spot 
a  new  hat.    The  Vi/'eather  Bureau  in  its  forecasting  considers  a  day  "fair"  if  not 
more  than  0.01  inch  of  precipitation  occurs  within  the  period  covered  by  the 
forecast.     The  terms  "cloudy"  and  "partly  cloudy"  are  modifications  of  a  "fair 
weather"  forecast,  meaning  that  the  weather  is  not  expected  to  be"clear." 

^  ?J<  ;j< 

"Lamb  as  You  Like  It"  is  the  title  of  Leaflet  28,  just  issued  by  the 
Bureau  of  Home  Economics,   in  the  Department  of  Agriculture.     This  leaflet  suggests 
the  "trimmings"  to  go  with  a  meal  of  which  lamb  in  some  form  or  other  is  the 
chief  dish;  tells,  with  illustrations,  ho?/  to  prepare  the  standard  lamb  dishes 
and  some  new  ones;  and  generally  does  its  bit  toward  accelerating  the  Great 
American  Appetite's  progress  toward  liking  lamb. 

 ooOoo  

AM'TOUNCE?/iSNT ;     You  have  just  heard  this  week's  Farm  News  Digest,   released  by 

the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  through  Station   .     In  order  to 

refresh  your  memory  on  free  bulletins  mentioned  in  today's  talk,  we  are  going 
to  give  the  numbers  and  names  of  the  bulletins  again.     They  are:  Farmers' 
Bulletin  No.  1546-F  on  a  farm  plan  for  the  Black  Prairie  belt  of  Alabama  and 
Mississippi;  Technical  Bulletin  66-T,   called,   "The  Apple  Maggot";  and  Leaflet 
28,   "Lamb  as  You  Like  It." 

 ooOoo  
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